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What is Spearhead?

If any mystery surrounds THE SPEARHEAD affiliation of To-
ronto, it likely originates in the minds of those who know little
about the gay denim/leather community, understand even less,
and probably imagine the worst. The uninformed will tell you,
with feigned authority, that these "leather types" might invade
your home, forcibly steal you away, and in some hidden place
subject you to sexual horrors and bodily harm beyond imagina-
tion. One suspects that such fantasy stems from an earlier period
when black leather and well-faded denim were the exclusive uni-
form of outlaw bikers. Certainly the older generation will con-
firm that "that's the way it was," according to the movies and pa-
perbacks of their day. How times have changed. Although the
same "uniform"” remains the accepted and recognized attire for
serious bikers all over the world, it has also become the ward-
robe of that segment of the gay community that tags itself as the
dcnim/leather fraternity.
THE SPEARHEAD is such a fraternity.
Based in Toronto, THE SPEARHEAD

membership approximates 70 men, all of

them are acknowledged participants in the
"denim/leather scene."

The phrase stimulates imagination
and curiosity: what is the denim/
leather scene? Is it an S/M trip? Is
that what THE SPEARHEAD is all
about? What kind of people are
members? Are they into drugs? Are
they simply a big drinking/sex group?
And on, and on.

Although answers to the questions
often prompt new questions which in-
advertently remain unanswered, THE

SPEARHEAD profile is certainly one of
the most interesting success stories within
Toronto's gay community, if not all of Canada.

In denim/leather circles, THE SPEARHEAD is
a bit different. Tt is not a "club" in the more familiar inter-
pretation of the word. It is an "AFFILIATION," it's prime pur-
pose being to "identify" men who prefer the unique camaraderie
and macho posture associated with the denim/leather world.

Although structured, with clected executives and assorted
working committees, a man accepted into SPEARHEAD mem-
bership is not obligated in any way to actively participate in af-
filiation projects or business matters. Nor will he jeopardize his
membership through failure to attend affiliation meetings or
functions. On the other hand, if he chooses to become involved
— to give of his time, interest, and assistance — there are abun-
dant opportunities to do so. These are the differences that have
made THE SPEARHEAD concept so desirable to so many.

Is SPEARHEAD a promoter of S/M activities? Not according
to THE SPEARHEAD CONSTITUTION and not according to
the Executive and Directors, whose rcsponsibility it is to repre-
sent its members and SPEARHEAD policies. Nonetheless, with
over 50 members from all avenues of life, it would be folly to in-
sist that S/M games do not take place. THE SPEARHEAD ex-
ecutives are the first to acknowledge the denim/leather crowd
tends to attract some people who lean towards anything from
simple nipple play to mastct/slave boot worship.

However, SPEARHEAD control is quietly there. Members
know that any untoward behavior, private or public, which
brings embarrassment or shame to THE SPEARHEAD name,

can lead to expulsion from the affiliation.

The same policy applies to the use of drugs. THE SPEAR-
HEAD will not tolerate the presence of drugs at its events and
functions. "It's impossible to police what people do in their own
time, away from SPEARHEAD. But any member exhibiting a
SPEARHEAD patch, or present at an official SPEARHEAD
gathering, who is found to be in possession of any unprescribed
drug, is the hottest target of all for dismissal from the organiza-
tion."

There's a refreshing community awareness within THE
SPEARHEAD affiliation. Contrary” to popular opinion that den-
im/leather groups are interested in no more than parties, booze
and sex, SPEARHEAD has become increasingly involved in
charitable projects. Tts contributions to the surrounding com-
munity, both straight and gay, arc already noteworthy. Over the
past twenty-plus Christmases, literally hundreds of toys (as
well as cash donations) have been acquired and dis-
tributed among needy families. Money has
been raised for local AIDS charities as well.

What else do SPEARHEAD members
do? They socialize with their fellow
colleagues at scheduled general meet-
ings; they hear, first hand, details of
future plans and activities and can
voice their views. A newsletter is
sent out to each member apprising
them of current happenings both
within the affiliation and w ith other
clubs both locally and internationally.
They support enthusiastically their an-
nual Labour Day Weekend "Run,"
ROUND-UP, a three-day weckend out-
of-town, in the northern country, where
brotherhood and fun combine to make it
purportedly one of the best Runs on the North
American Continent.
SPEARHEAD members range in age and represent
almost any profession that might come to mind. For many of
them, SPEARHEAD is their first denim/leather connection.
Others also belong to smaller, more family-type denim/leather
clubs.

The close fellowship exhibited by SPEARHEAD members is
truly unique in the Toronto gay community. It is unlikely that
you could match it in any public tavern, lounge, disco, or private
party. It undoubtedly comes from years of practice, trial and er-
ror. Besides, they are Toronto's original, oldest, and largest den-
im/leather organization, and are mighty proud if it.

Underneath that black shiny leather or well-weathered jeans...
or the grey sweatpants ... THE SPEARHEAD member, whether
biker or beer hall cowboy, is found to be as human and inter-
esting a man as you will meet anyw here. You may not agree
with all of his tastes — chances are you will, with many of
them. So don't be shy when you see a member wearing SPEAR-
HEAD insignia. Walk up to him, talk to him. Who knows, you
just may make a new friend and learn first-hand w'hat it’s like to
be a SPEARHEAD.

The Spearhead
P.0O. Box 1000, Station F,
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2N9
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. Spearhead WE'RE STILL HERE

SPEARHEAD IS AN AFFILIATION OF 'LIKE-MINDED  MEN ORIGINALLY
FOUNDED IN 1870 WHEN 'LIKE-MINDED® HEANT AN IHTEREST IN WHAT
IS CALLED THE LEATHER-DENIM SCENE.

BECAUSE OF ITS® STRONG ORGANIZATION BASED ON A FIRM, BUT OPEN-
MINDED CONSTITUTION, SPEARHEAD WAS SOON PROVIDING SOCIAL
OUTLETS FOR ALL OF THE TORONTO GAY COMMUNITY.

WE SPONSORED THE FIRST GAY DANCES IN THE COMMUNITY AS WELL AS
BOAT CRUISES, HANLAN'S POINT PICNICS, BOWLING, BURGER AND BEER
BASHES AND, OF COURSE, OUR YEARLY ROUND-UP - A GATHERING OF
PARTY SOULS FROM CANADA, THE U.S.A. AND EUROPE.

7~ WE HAVE ALSO BEEN INVOLVED IN A LOT OF CHARITY WORK WITH OUR
TOYS-FOR-TOTS DRIVE AT CHRISTMAS AND EXTENSIVE DONATIONS TO
WORTHY CAUSES SUCH AS P.W.A. AND CASEY HOUSE. IN FACT OVER THE
LAST COUPLE OF YEARS SPEARHEAD HAS DONATED OVER $12,000 TO
THESE AND MORE CAUSES.

WITH THE GROWTH OF THE TORONTO GAY COMMUNITY AND ITS" MANY
ORGANIZATIONS, SPEARHEAD HAS WATCHED OTHER GROUPS STEP IN AND
WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT SOME OF OUR EARLY IDEAS WERE USED TO
MAKE SUCH THINGS AS THE GAY ALLIANCE DANCES BIGGER AND BETTER
THAN EVER.

WE ARE 21 YEARS OLD, BUT WE ARE STILL HERE. IN THE MID-
SEVENTIES QUR MEMBERSHIP WAS NEAR 130, CURRENTLY WE STAND
AROUND 85 BUT WE ARE STILL GROWING.

E°'RE STILL HERE AND WE'RE ANXIOUS TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY IN
SPEARHEADING NEW IDEAS. WE ARE CONTINUALLY RE-ORGANIZING
OURSELVES WITH THE CHANGING TIMES AND LOOKING FOR NEW IDEAS IN
WHICH TO SPEARHEAD!!!

Toior, SOMEY - L s s WE‘RE STILL HERE.




SPEARHEAD's 93rd Anniversary

Dinner

Date: Saturday March 18,2023
Time: Cocktails 6pm, Dinner 7pm

Location: The Blake House,

AT - 449 Jarvis St.
A soiree to

celebrate the

changing
times of the
Club

_ o 2 r_ -
Tickets: Membhers $25, Affiliates $30, Guests $35
Gontact operations@spearheadtoronto.com or

treasurer@spearheaidtoronto.com for the menu
www.spearheadtoronto.com
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